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NORTH P&I CLUB REINFORCES POSITION IN ASIA PACIFIC WITH NEW OFFICE IN SHANGHAI 23 NOVEMBER 2016 
 
North P&I Club has further strengthened its position in the Asia Pacific region by opening a new office in Shanghai today 
(23 November 2016). The new office, located in the Pudong district of Shanghai, complements its existing regional 
offices in Hong Kong, Japan and Singapore.  
 
Joint managing director Paul Jennings announced the new office at a major reception for 150 Asia Pacific members, 
brokers and port authorities at the Raffles Hotel in Singapore last night. ‘We have been in Hong Kong since 1995, in 
Singapore since 2007 and in Tokyo since 2012. Our Asia Pacific membership continues to grow – now accounting for 
34% of our total entered tonnage – so another office was needed to maintain our high service levels in the region. 
Shanghai, with the world’s busiest container port, was the obvious choice.’  
 
The new Shanghai office is headed by director Gary Chen, who was previously based in North’s Hong Kong office. Chen 
joined North in 2003 and has extensive knowledge of the Chinese shipping sector. After graduating with an 
international shipping business degree from Shanghai Maritime University in 1999, he worked in the operating and 
chartering department of one of the largest shipping companies in China prior to attaining a master’s degree in 
maritime law from the University of Southampton. 
 
Chen is supported in Shanghai by executives Gao Baohai and Linus Wang, both of whom have also relocated from Hong 
Kong. Gao joined North in 2012 from Chinese shipping law firm Wang Jing & Co, where he was an associate lawyer for 8 
years, while Wang started in 2014 after 10 years with a leading state-owned Chinese shipping company.  
 
Chen says, ‘We will be holding a formal office opening reception on Friday this week and I look forward to building 
closer working relationships with the local shipping community.’ 
 
North is also strengthening its Tokyo office. Robert Crichton has just relocated from North's head office in Newcastle to 
lead claims and service delivery and experienced P&I claims executive Ryota Kitazawa has also just joined the team 
from Japan P&I Club. 
 
ENDS 
For further information contact: Gary Chen +86 13953288860 and Kim Heaselden +44 191 232 5221 
 
Notes to editors 
North P&I Club is a leading global marine insurer providing P&I, FD&D, war risks and ancillary insurance to 133 million 
GT of owned tonnage. North acquired Sunderland Marine in February 2014 and formed the North Group. Through 
Sunderland Marine, North is also a leading insurer of fishing vessels, small craft and aquaculture risks. The Standard and 
Poor’s ‘A’ rated Club is based in Newcastle upon Tyne, UK with regional offices and subsidiaries in China, Greece, Hong 
Kong, Japan, Singapore and Sunderland Marine offices worldwide. North is a leading member of the International 
Group of P&I Clubs (IG), with 11.5% of the IG's owned tonnage. The 13 IG clubs provide liability cover for approximately 
90% of the world's ocean-going tonnage and, as a member of the IG, North protects and promotes the interests of the 
international shipping industry. For further information visit: www.nepia.com 
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