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Resolution A.864(20) - Recommendations for entering
enclosed spaces aboard ships

Identifying the characteristics of an enclosed space, these
recommendations outline the procedures to adopt and precautions
required to perform a preliminary assessment of risk, testing of the
atmosphere and control measures required should entry be
necessary. These recommendations are also contained in Appendix
7 of the Code of Safe Practice for Solid Bulk Cargoes (BC Code),
with an example of an enclosed space entry permit and a copy of a
crew awareness poster.

Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seamen
(COSWP)

Incorporating many of the requirements found in other national
codes of best practice, COSWP provides extensive advice on risk
assessment procedures including what should be assessed,
measuring the severity and likelihood of harm and the structure of
initial and detailed assessments in chapter one.

Chapter six defines an enclosed space as “any enclosed or confined
space in which it is foreseeable that the atmosphere may at some
stage contain toxic or flammable gases or vapours, or be deficient
oxygen, to the extent that it may endanger the life or health of any
person entering that space”.

It further states that the master is required to ensure all
unattended dangerous spaces are secured against entry except
when it is necessary to enter, and that employers have procedures
in place for entering and working in confined spaces.
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The purpose of the Association's risk management facility is to provide a source of information which
is additional to that available to the maritime industry from regulatory, advisory and consultative
organisations.

Whilst care is taken to ensure the accuracy of any information made available (whether orally or in
writing and whether in the nature of guidance, advice, or direction) no warranty of accuracy is

Chapter 10 outlines the UK statutory requirements for drills,
simulating the rescue of incapacitated crew members from
dangerous spaces at intervals not exceeding two months.

Chapter 17 highlights suggested control measures for entry into
enclosed or confined spaces including atmospheric testing and the
use of a "permit to work" system.

The Code can be downloaded from the MCA website:
www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/coswop-2.pdf

Your experiences

If you have had an experience that would be useful to share as a
Signals Experience on an anonymous basis please contact the
Risk Management Department and let us know.

Previous experiences
Previous Signals Experiences can be viewed and downloaded from
the Risk Management pages of the North of England website.
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given and users of that information are expected to satisfy themselves that the information
is relevant and suitable for the purposes to which it is applied.

In no circumstances whatsoever shall the Association be liable to any person whatsoever for any loss or
damage whensoever or howsoever arising out of or in connection with the supply (including negligent
supply) or use of information.






